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specially; in tliat class lie was under Prof. John Nichol,
whose valued friendship he retained for many years.
At the end of his second session he was one of three
students who were found * worthy of special commenda-
tion.5 The chief benefit to him of his undergraduate
days was the access it gave him to the University Li-
brary. There new worlds of fascinating study were
opened to him; not only the literature and philosophy of
other European countries, but also the wonderful lit-
eratures and religions of the East. He read omnivo-
rously; night after night he read far into the morning
hours literature, philosophy, poetry, mysticism, occult-
ism, magic, mythology, folk-lore. While on the one hand
the immediate result was to turn him from the form of
Presbyterian faith in which he had been brought up, to
put him in conflict with all orthodox religious teachings,
it strengthened the natural tendency of his mind toward
a belief in the unity of the great truths underlying all
religions; and, to his deep satisfaction, gave him a sense
of brotherhood with the acknowledged psychics and
seers of other lands and other days. At last he found
a sympathetic correspondence with his thoughts and ex-
periences, and a clew to their possible meaning and
value.

In 1874, with a view to finding out in what direction his
son's capabilities lay, Mr. David Sharp put him into the
office of Messrs. Maclure and Hanney, lawyers, in Glas-
gow, where he remained till his health broke down and he
was sent to Australia. It was soon evident that he would
never be a shining light in the legal profession: his chief
interest still lay in his private studies and his earliest
efforts in literature. In order to find time for all he
wished to do, which included a keen interest in the the-
atre and opera whenever the chance offered, he al-
lowed himself during these two years four hours only
out of the twenty-four for sleep; a procedure which
did not tend to strengthen his already delicate health.
At no time in his life did he weigh or consider what
amount of physical strength he had at his disposal. His           news, my exultation when the French were defeated,
